Summary. Extracts 
Introduction
The accelerating loss of plant species as a result of destruction of their tropical habitat has yielded a revival of interest in plant-derived products [ 11. Secondary metabolites from higher plants can serve as defence agents against invading microorganisms [2] . Recent screenings have yielded extracts with antifungal activity [3] [4] [5] [6] and active compounds could also be isolated [3, 61. In the present study six plants that have been used in the traditional medicine of East Africa were selected. The investigated plants had the following traditional uses.
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animals to prevent them from rotting. Some related species, such as Tenninalia glaucescens, are used to treat circumcision wounds in Masai boys [8] . 0 Harrikonia abyssinica: Patients with sexually transmitted diseases such as gonorrhoea are given a water extract of the roots of this plant [7] . These roots are also mixed with those of Entada abyssinica for the treatment of Mycobacterium tuberculosis infections [8] . 0 Ximenia cafia: Sap from the roots of this plant is a remedy for infected eyes [7] . A water decoction of leaves is taken for stomachache [8] . 0 Azadirachta indica: This plant contains an insect anti-feeding compound, azadirachtin [9] , and is traditionally widely used along the east coast of Africa against several diseases. The Swahili word for this plant is Marubaini, meaning a cure for 40 diseases. 0 Spilanthes maum'tiana: This is a small plant that rarely grows longer than 17 cm. Several tribes in Eastern Africa use its various parts for medicinal purposes. The sap from its roots is a cure for mouth and throat infections [7] . Some tribes crush the leaves and use the water decoction to cure thrush. The whole plant is crushed and the juice drunk as a remedy for stomachache and diarrhoea [8] . 0 <anha aficana: This plant is a remedy for various skin diseases in Tanzania [8] . 
Materials and methods
Plant material
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The 50% and 90% values are the concentrations that inhibit (MIC) or kill (MFC) 50% and 90' 41 of strains respectively. 
